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Remember… 
Club Dues are past due – Now $30 for 2026 
Start recording your car’s mileage in your log book. 
Previous editions of the Motometer are available on the  
 club’s website. 
Be sure to sign up for Parades and Car Shows. 
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Under the Hood of an Electric 
Model A Pickup on Display at 

the MAFCA 2024 National 
Awards Banquet in SLC. 
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President’s Message 
From Howard Eckstein 

 
  Greetings to all Model A friends.  It's only the greatest country in 
the world that could have brought together all the materials and talent that 
produced the Model A Ford.  The manufacturing ability and resources, both 
mental and natural found here, were needed to build our cars and put them on 
the road. 
  This month, the nation celebrates its birth with the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence on July 4th 1776.  Two hundred and fifty years 
have passed since that day.  Our club will join in that celebration on Saturday 
July 4th when we participate as an invited entry in the Provo Freedom Festival 
Parade. 
  Gemma and I watched the Oremfest Parade and saw our club's entry 
pass by as their horns filled the air with the sounds people expect to hear from 

our unique cars.  Our Model As look great!  Their colorful paint and shiny exteriors make a truly 
special contribution to any parade. 
 We'll bring our twenty or more cars to Provo on the fourth and dazzle the 350,000 
spectators who have come to expect to see our cars parade down the road with their fine 
decorations and riders dressed in celebratory attire.  Our club's cars have almost become a 
tradition with the Provo parade.  Come join us with your car.	 
 
 

	 	

Driving on both sides of University Avenue in the 2025 Provo Parade 
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Outside Model A Organizations 
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UVMAC June Club Meeting 
18 June 2026 

 
 The June 2026 club meeting of the Utah Valley Model A Club was called to order at 6:40 
P.M. on Thursday, 18 June 2026, in the Clyde Building in Orem, Utah.  Club President Howard 
Eckstein, had asked Vice President Andy Hudspeth, to conduct the meeting as Howard was still 
recovering from recent heart surgery.  (The 
meeting was to begin early to allow ample time 
for special Guest Speaker, Henry Dominguez to 
give his presentation.) 
 
 The first order of business was to 
introduce guests and visitors to our club 
meeting.  Guest speaker, Henry Dominguez 
and his wife were welcomed first.  They live in 
Ogden, Utah. 
 Damon Parcell was introduced next.  He 
owns a 1931 Deluxe 2 Door Phaeton and is in 
the process of joining our club. 
 Another attendee who was not introduced due to the hurried start of the meeting, was Clay 
Stevens, who owns a 1931 Pick-up Truck.  Clay is also in the process of joining our club.  
 
 Janell Todd has requested the club members help in sorting and pricing out her late 
husband, Robert’s, car parts and Model As. 
 
 Andy passed around a number of sign-up sheets for people to sign if they are interested in 
participating in upcoming parades and car shows. 
 
 Next, Roger Davis reported on a number of recent club activities beginning with the 
MAFCA National Convention that was held in Pendleton, OR.  He said that there were over 300 
Model A’s and 600 MAFCA Club members in attendance.  Here are some photos from the event: 
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Roger reported that there were 9 Model A’s and 22 club members from the Utah Valley Model A 
Club who attended the event in Pendleton as well.  Roger received awards for his Model A Mail 
Truck (above left). 
 On June 6, our club members participated in the Vineyard Parade.  Thanks to Rodney 
Gardner for organizing our club’s participation. 
 On the 8th of June, some of our club members participated in the Oremfest Car Show, which 
is a large fundraiser for Orem Post 72 of the American Legion.  Jeff Niven received the “American 
Legion Choice” Award for his entry, which included lots of visual aids as well as a chance to honk 
a real Ahooga Horn.  The kids who visited his 1930 Tudor loved the chance to push the button.  
Jeff is holding the trophy in the two photos below.  Thanks Rodney Gardner for organizing this 
activity. 
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 Then on June 11th, our club had 11 cars and 14 members in attendance at the Legacy House 
Car Show in Spanish Fork.  The residents of the facility loved seeing all the cars as well as spending 
time talking with the owners of the cars.  One of 
the elderly women (with her walker) who was 
looking at the cars, inquired about the possibility 
of getting a ride in one of the Model A’s.  Bill 
Thompson fulfilled her dream as he helped her 
into his beautiful 1929 Special Coupe and gave 
her a ride.  Here is a photo of them as left on her 
ride.		Thanks to John Warby for organizing this 
event for our club members.	
 On June 13th some of our club members 
participated in the Springville Art City Days 
Parade.  Our club was represented by 18 
members and 9 Model A’s.  Thanks to Theon 
Laney for organizing this event for our club. 

 And finally, on the same day (June 13th), 
others of our club represented the Utah Valley 
Model A Club at the Oremfest City Parade.  
Thanks Rodney Gardner for organizing this event 
for the club members.	 
 Next, Roger briefly outlined the activities 
that were planned for the rest of the month of 
June.   
 The first event was the official club activity 
for the month of June, which was the drive to the 

Strawberry 
Marina Grill 

and 
presentation of the history of the Strawberry Water System.  
Roger Davis has organized the activity for the club, which is 
planned for Saturday, June 20th.  Those who wish to attend 
should meeting at the Little Acorn Grill in Spanish Fork at 
9am.  Editor’s Note:  A report of this activity is contained in 

this edition of the 
Motometer. 
 On June 27th, club member Bill Thompson, who is a 
long time resident of Manti, UT, will celebrate his 80th 
birthday at the Manti City Park.  Roger Davis is organizing 
a club activity where the club members will meet at the 
Sonic in Spanish Fork at 12noon and drive together to the 
Manti City Park to wish Bill a very Happy Birthday.  	 	  
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	 Roger next reminded the club members about 
a number of activities that will take place in July, 
including the Provo Freedom Festival’s Grand 4th of 
July Parade.  This will be the club’s official activity 
for the month of July, as announced in the Post Card 
shown here (right).  Due to traffic and detours in 
Provo, the club’s parade participants will meet at 6am 
at the BYU parking lot at 1200 North University 
Avenue, across the street from the old Provo High 
School.  This event continues to be one of the club’s 
most popular activities of the year.  Make sure that 
your radiator is full and that your Ahooga horn is 
adjusted. We will use the time before the parade 
begins to decorate our Model A’s, and visit with other 
club members. 
 On the 25th of July, the club has three possible 
activities to choose from, including two that start at 
9am.  The first one will be the Mona City Parade 
which starts at 9am.  Meet at the Lynn’s home before 
the parade and also after the parade for a great lunch. 
  Also on the 25th of July is the American Fork Steel Days Parade, which is being 
organized for the club by Diane Brimley.  Meeting location and time details will follow, but the 

parade will begin at 9am. 
  And finally, the Spanish Fork Days Car Show will 
begin at 8am, also on the 25th.  More details will follow.  
Thanks for Amber Morrell for organizing this event for the 
club members. 
	

 Larry Harrison, of the Salty A’s, invited our club to 
participate in a Day’s of 47 activity.  See Larry for 
information. 
 

  
 To save time, the financial report was sent to the Editor electronically after the meeting 
from the club Treasurer, Diane Brimley as follows: 

- Checking -    $558.77 
- Savings -   $1420.59 
- CD -   $3523.32 
- Total -  $5502.68 

 John Salzl next announced that he is looking for volunteers to give Tech Talks.  Call him 
if you can volunteer to present subjects. 
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 Next on the agenda was the presentation of club awards.  However, due to time constraints, 
including the late start and the need to give Henry plenty of time for his Tech Talk, the presentation 
of club awards will be postponed until next month. 
 Theon Laney quickly announced, however, that the Bent Rod award for this month will be 
awarded to himself.  Apparently, he backed into his son’s modern car causing extensive damage.  
He noted that the damage from the accident was primarily to his son’s car due to the sturdy 
construction of the Model A Ford.  
  
 Thanks to the Mack family for refreshments for the club members this evening. 
 
 The remainder of the meeting consisted of a presentation 
by world class Ford historian and author, Henry Dominguez.  
“Henry is an acclaimed automotive historian and freelance author 
who has extensively documented the history of the Ford Motor 
Company, including specific coverage of the iconic Model A. He 
is highly regarded for his meticulously researched books detailing 
the design eras, historical transitions, and inner workings of Ford 
leadership and dealerships.”(Linkedin)  This evening, Henry’s 
presentation focused primarily on Edsel Ford and how he literally 
saved the Ford Motor Company three different times.   
They were: 

1) When Edsel insisted that Ford Co. stop making the 
Model T and begin making a new car, which was to 
become the famous Model A. 

2) When Edsel created the Ford Foundation in 1936, and,  
3) When Edsel used his artistic and styling talents in the design of the Ford cars during 

the depression from 1929 to 1939. 

 Here are some of the highlights of Henry’s presentation: 
 
• In 1918, Edsel made his first attempt to improve the look of 

the Model T 
• In December 1918, Henry Ford made Edsel President of Ford 

Motor Company in his successful attempt to buy all the shares 
of Ford Stock.   

• Henry Ford and Edsel Ford were complete opposites.  Henry 
was ambitious, aggressive and fearless, and would rather die 
than lose.  On the other hand, Edsel was “Sweet” and had a 
heart of gold. 

Henry Dominguez 

Edsel Ford 
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• If you got on Henry’s “Bad” list, you were there forever. 
• Successful managers at Ford Motor Company did it Henry’s way or else. 
•  
• In 1922, Henry bought Lincoln Motor Company for Edsel, to give him something to do and 

keep him out of the way at Ford. 
• Under Edsel’s leadership, the design of 

Lincoln was greatly improved. 
• Some say that Edsel “saved Lincoln”. 
• In November 1926 Edsel finally was able to 

convince his father to stop making the 
Model T and start designing a new car.  As 
a result of that, Henry practically disowned 
his son, and from then on, he treated him 
more like an employee, than his son. 

• Contrary to what is commonly believed, Henry Ford was NOT a mechanical genius, but he 
was a manufacturing genius.  He had a lot of mechanical ideas that would have wrecked Ford. 

• The 1932 Ford was forced to move the gas tank to the rear of the car, because the state of 
Pennsylvania forbid the sale of a car with the gas tank in the front of the automobile. 

• In 1936, Edsel suggested 
forming the Ford Foundation 
to save taxes that would have 
ruined Ford Motor Company, 
upon the death of Henry Ford. 

• After the death of his son 
Edsel, Henry tried to undo all 
the work that Edsel had done. 

• Many think the 1934 Ford is 
a perfectly proportioned car 
(right). 

 At the conclusion of his 
presentation, Henry Dominguez 
responded to questions from the 
club members.  And offered some of his books for sale to the club members. 
 The meeting was adjourned at around 9:20pm. 	  

1923 Lincoln L Series 

##### 
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Club Meeting Refreshments 
For	the	Year	2026	
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Have Some Fun 
Taken from the Big, Big, Big Book of Brain Teasers 

By The Grabarchuk Family 
(Solution on page 43 of this newsletter) 

 

Jig Saw Frame	  
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Model A – Model of the Month 
1931 Deluxe Pick-up Truck – Model 66-A 

	 The year was 1931, and Ford’s competition, as well as the Great Depression were eating 
away at Ford’s first place market position, especially in the area of commercial truck sales.  Ford’s 
response to this challenge was a series of deluxe models including the Deluxe Delivery, the Deluxe 
Panel Truck, and the Town Car Delivery (featured in the May 2026 Motometer).  One more that I 
find most unconventional was the 1931 Deluxe Pickup Truck, shown here with its cab-integrated 
bed sides, shiny rails, and unique tail-gate design. 
 A prototype of this model was first shown at a General Electric Refrigerator dealer’s 
convention in early 1931 in St. Louis. Missouri.  
The market’s reception was enthusiastic at first, 
so Ford ordered 325 of the new bodies from 
Briggs Manufacturing.  Unfortunately, that 
enthusiasm was short lived with truck buyers, 
and by the fall of 1931, Ford had only sold 99 of 
the trucks.  Ford ultimately canceled its order 
with Briggs, and only 300 were ever produced.  
The Deluxe Pickup is a very rare model.  	  
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Happy 80th Birthday Bill Thompson	
From Roger Davis  	

 While the temperature was a bit cooler than recent days, the winds were pretty gusty for 
the Hudspeths, Macks, Laneys, and Davises as we headed out midday from Utah Valley for Manti 
to wish Bill Thompson a Happy 80th Birthday.  We braved wind gusts reportedly as high as 50 
mph and smoke from massive wild fires to thoroughly enjoy the friendship and camaraderie of our 
members in the Manti area.  It turned out that Andy and Jana clocked 253 miles round trip, and 
the Macks and Davises about 150 miles each. 

 It was great to see Bill and Collette and get to know their delightful family.  They are all 
so nice.  We saw Sean Thompson’s beautifully restored sedan that Bill and Sean have been 
working on.  Wow!  You should have seen the table centerpieces:  An impressive collection of car 
show trophies Bill has won over the years.  The kids told me there was a shed clear full of more 
trophies still at home.  
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UVMAC – “A” of the Month 
1929 Special Coupe 

 
 The Utah Valley Model “A” of the Month for July is the beautifully restored 1929 
Special Coupe owned by long-time club members, Bill and Colette Thompson, from Manti, UT. 
  
 “The 1929 Ford Model A Special Coupe (Type 49A) is a rare variant produced from July 
1928 to July 1929. It is highly prized by collectors for its distinctive vinyl-covered roof material 
extending down to the belt molding, structural wood framing, and vintage charm.” – Blacktop 
Magazine 
 
 “Ford did not keep separate production logs for the Special Coupe versus the standard 
steel-top coupe, combining total coupe production at 183,720 units for 1929. However, due to 
the extensive use of wood, the roof was prone to rotting and leaking, making the Special Coupe 
significantly rarer to find in original, restorable condition today. It was famously known as 
Henry Ford's favorite body style.” - Paul Shinn 
	
	 Congratulations Bill and Colette for restoring this rare body style and keeping it in such 
pristine condition.   
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Trip to Strawberry Marina 
History of Strawberry Reservoir 

Saturday, 20 June 2026 
 

 At 9am on the 20th of June, members of the Utah Valley Model A Club gathered at the 
Little Acorn at the mouth of Spanish Fork Canyon to begin a trip to the Strawberry Reservoir 
Marina and a tour of the associated system of canals, dams and power plants that comprise the  
Spanish Fork Water System of the Strawberry Water 
Users Association.  The event was wonderfully planned 
and organized by club member Roger Davis. 
  Attendance at the tour was great and included 13 
Model A’s and 26 members and friends.  The tour’s 
original tour guide, John Mendenhall, was unable to 
attend the tour as originally planned, so club member 
Roger Davis had agreed to lead the group on the trip.  
Fortunately, club member Jeff Niven had invited his 
neighbor, Gary Aitken, a long-time employee of the  
 Gary Aitken 
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Strawberry Water Users Association, 
to join the tour as his guest, and Gary 
was able to fill in for John Mendenhall, 
without advance notice.	
  At the start of the tour, each 
attendee was given a wonderful and 
informative pamphlet with the day’s 
itinerary, maps, photos, and short 
history of the development of the 
complex system of canals, tunnels and 
other water features, shown in the 
illustration below on the previous 
page.  
  The itinerary of the tour, as 
provided in the Tour Pamphlet, is 
shown below.	 	

Guest Gary Aitken (far left with back to the camera), 
who graciously filled in for original tour guide, John 

Mendenhall, instructing the club members. 

Itinerary: 
• 9:00 am:  Meet at The Little Acorn, 2600 East Canyon Road, Spanish Fork, UT 

o History of Father Escalante, first discoverer of Spanish Fork, UT 
o Overview of Strawberry Water facilities 

• 9:15 am:  Drive to the Thistle Slide viewpoint in Spanish Fork Canyon 
o Overview of Diamond Fork Canyon/ Strawberry Tunnel 
o Review of the town of Thistle, previously visited by the Club 

• 10:00 am:  Drive to Sheep Creek Turnoff 
o Road-side stop to allow Club to regroup 
o Overview of Sheep Creek area 

• 10:30 am:  Continue to First Water Viewpoint 
o First through Sixth Water and Strawberry Ridge watersheds 

• 11:00 am:  Drive to Strawberry Bay Marina 
o Stop at viewpoints along the way 
o Strawberry Reservoir history 
o Stop at Strawberry Meadow (Pasture??) 

• 1:00 pm:  Lunch at Strawberry Bay Marina Grill 
• 2:30 pm:  Drive home thru SF or Heber 
• 4:00	pm:		Adjourn	at	Orem	800	North	turnoff	
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Report on the  
Utah Valley Model A Club Strawberry Reservoir History Tour 

By Roger Davis 
 

 Thirteen cars and 26 Members joined our History Tour of the Strawberry Reservoir 
System.  Gary Aitken, a long-time Manager at Strawberry Water Users Association, gave us a 
great tour and unique insights into this amazing system that provides irrigation water for the 
southern portion of Utah Valley:  Springville, Mapleton, Spanish Fork, Palmyra, Lake Shore, 

Benjamin, Leland, Salem, Payson, Genola, and Santaquin.		
 The reservoir was created in the early 1900s to hold water that then passed through a tunnel 
almost 4 miles long to bring water from the Colorado Basin to the Great Basin.  Without that 
irrigation water, these communities, fully dependent on irrigation for farming, would not have 
flourished in the 1900s and probably wouldn’t exist today.  Dave Morrell told us the story of the 
Trojan and Ensign-Bickford explosives manufacturers where he worked for many years.  Jeff 
Niven recapped the story of the Thistle mud slide that changed Spanish Fork Canyon in the	1980s.		
And,	John	Warby	shared	privately	a	few	stories	of	the	work	he	did	in	that	canyon	and	on	the	new	
Strawberry	Tunnel	during	his	many	years	in	commercial	construction.	
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 We took a rather steep paved road up Sheep Creek to First Water and then over the 
Strawberry Ridge to Strawberry Reservoir.  We stopped a couple of times up the long climb to 
regroup, let our engines cool a bit, and then top off our radiators.  Clyde pragmatically used the 
water from the watering troughs for the grazing cattle in the area to keep his cars cool.  (They’re 
already pretty cool—looking!)   
 We had a great lunch, hot off the grill at the Strawberry Marina with lots of stories and 
small talk.  Those from the north end of Utah Valley headed down Daniel’s Canyon through Provo 
Canyon for a shorter return trip.  Those from the southern part of the valley returned through 
Spanish Fork Canyon as the shortest route for them.  We clocked anywhere between 130 and 225 
miles depending on our starting location.  Theon was happy to see us keep racking up those miles 
for our mileage awards!  Thanks to all who came for making this a great activity of beautiful vistas, 
hard-working cars, and good friends. 
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Here are some additional photos from the tour: 
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The following pictures came from the Tour Pamphlet: 
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UVMAC Stands Out at the 
MAFCA 2026 National Convention 

Reported by Roger Davis 
 

 The 2026 MAFCA National Convention opened on 31 May with over 300 Model As and 
around 700 MAFCA members in Pendleton, Oregon.  It was a beautiful sight to see those beautiful 
cars and trucks.  The next 7 days provided a wonderful experience, exceptional comradery, and 
lots of beautiful Oregon country.  This Convention had a very packed schedule with lots of 
activities and tours. 

     
 Utah Valley Model A Club had 22 members with 9 cars attend the convention.  This is a 
very large contingent from such a long distance away.  All of us trailered our cars there and most 
arrived Sunday. 
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 Those who came from our club were: 

Daryl Hunt, Oly Nice 
Robert, Becky, Greg Mack 
Nicholas, Natalie, Gavin, Shelby Mack 
Bill and Collette Thompson 
Dave, Karen, Amber Morrell 
Reid and Angie Carlson 
Sam and Tia Korologos 
Dennis and Jeri Thompson 
Roger and Geena Davis 

    

    
  
 



 
 
 
 

Motometer 
	

	

29	

The	Utah	Valley	Model	A	Club,	1537	W.	Meadow	Lane,	Mapleton,	UT		|		utahvalleymodelaclub.org	|	look	for	us	on	Facebook	

 
 
 
 The convention planners had some amazing tours laid out for us.  On Monday, we had 
great participation in a 140-mile tour to the Imtwaha Fish Hatchery and to an outstanding private 
collection of gas pumps. 
       

  

 On Monday and Tuesday, 
Roger stayed occupied by submitting 
his 1931 Model A Mail Truck for 
Fine-Point Judging in the Blue 
Ribbon/Restored Class.  His Model 
A tools were judged on Monday and 
Tuesday he had to drive a short tour 
in his Mail Truck, then pass an initial 
certification of 14 points (fan, 
wheels, carb, engine mounts, shocks, 
etc.) to ensure his truck was qualified 
for the Restored Class, and then leave 
his truck to be rigorously evaluated 
against the MAFCA Restoration 
Guidelines and Judging Standards.  

             Photo courtesy Classtique Upholstery 
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 Wednesday took us on a 98-mile tour to Mecham, Oregon through some beautiful 
countryside, along the Old Oregon Trail with lunch in a wooded camp.  At high altitude, Sam’s 
carburetor spurted and sputtered.  We held a road-side seminar in the rest area, with Dennis 
Thompson providing a carburetor top with better float performance and Sam was back on the road.  
He says his car has never run better. 

          Photo courtesy Amber Morrell 
 
 Thursday was the Grand Tour, 160 miles to Ukaia and Heppner, Oregon through 
picturesque mountain scenery.  We 
got separated as a group early but 
we all still had a great time.  
Concerned that the mail truck 
wouldn’t start when hot, Roger left 
it running.  This wasn’t the 
smartest idea as he returned to find 
the engine spewing anti-freeze out 
the overflow.  The engine was hot 
and sizzling a bit.  After letting it 
cool to about 160 degrees, he 
refilled with water and had no 
more problems.  Nicholas and 
Roger had another roadside 
seminar getting Nicholas’ car to 
start.  After replacing the coil, it 
started fine and ran great the rest of 
the tour. 
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 Friday, the convention offered a Rough Rider Tour, a no-whining, 95-mile tour on dirt 
roads and through muddy, unimproved roads to Indian Lake and Sager’s Cabin a mountain ranch 
for a Chuck Wagon Lunch.  We all skipped this tour… 
 Saturday gave us yet another fun tour for Model AA trucks.  Roger invited himself with 
his Mail Truck along for the ride.  This was a short 25-30-mile tour specifically designed for Model 
AA trucks.  The tour route originally included a longer route on dirt roads.  However, there were 
some beautiful AA trucks who said that riding on such rough roads even for a few miles is hard 
on you.  We took the paved route through massive green grain fields.  Check out the beautiful skies 
in these photos. 

    
 If those tours weren’t enough to keep us busy during the convention, there were technical 
seminars and era fashion activities to fill the day.  Beyond that there were lots of good restaurants 
and fun things to do in the local area.   

  Technical Seminars included presentations on Burtz 
Engines, PCV Valves, Steering Boxes, Shock Absorbers, etc.  
There were 2 special interest seminars on the history of 
Umatilla County and with Ford Historian Henry Dominguez 
on Henry and Edsel Ford and 3 seminars on Era Fashion. 
  Robert, Greg, and I had the chance to join the Hubley 
Derby and while we didn’t win the races, we didn’t lose 
either.   
 
  Here is 
Roger’s 1/20 scale 
Mail Truck up 
close and also on 
the track. 
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 Friday night we were crazy enough to enter ourselves in the “Gentlemen, Start Your 
Engines” competition. The competition had many problems and we were working in the dark but 
it was still a lot of fun—we even had our own cheerleading section. 

   
 Saturday found the Macks joining the 
Car Games with Gavin throwing bean bags and 
Becky and Natalie trying to be waitresses 
without spilling a drop of water from a moving 
car.   

 The convention concluded Saturday night 
with the Awards Banquet.  Roger received a 
MAFCA Award of 
Excellence in the Blue 
Ribbon Restored Class 
of Fine-Point Judging 
with 409 out of 500 
points for his 1931 
Model A Mail Truck.  
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 We all headed home on Saturday and 
Sunday, tired but so fulfilled.  These Conventions 
are an amazing way to see hundreds of Model As, 
meet new friends, and go wonderful places in our 
Model As.  They are held every other year so the 
next one will be in 2028.  In the alternate years, 
MAFCA sponsors a National Tour.  Next year the 
National Tour will be in Durango, CO so it’s 
likewise close to us.  Sign Up!  You’ll have a 
blast!  
 
 Here are some photos taken by Amber 
Morrell: 

Over 300 Model A’s 
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Some Incredible Cars! 	
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Period Fashion 
From MAFCA July 2024	  
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Lucky 7 Award 
2026 Personal Tracking Sheet 
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Solution to Have Some Fun 
(From page 15 of this newsletter) 
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Calendar of Birthdays, Activities & Holidays 
 

- Birthdays 
 1- Geena Davis 
 1- Par Palmer 
 5- Gemma Eckstein 
 11- Lorraine Houser 
 11- Glen Johns 
 12- Tia Korologos 
 16- Judy Isaksen 
 20- Theon Laney 
 20- Pam Warby 
 26- Lynn Christofferson 
 30- Colleen Laxman 
 31- Hollie Carlton 
 
- Club Activities  

 4- Provo Freedom Festival Grand Parade 
 6- UVMAC Board Meeting 
 16- UVMAC Monthly Club Meeting 
 24- Days of 47 Activity 
 25- Mona City Parade 
 25- American Fork Steel Days Parade 
 25- Spanish Fork Days Car Show 
  
- Holidays 

 4- Independence Day 
 24- Pioneer Day 
  

Upcoming MAFCA Events 
 

World Wide International Model A Ford Day – September 19, 2026 
MAFCA National Awards Banquet – December 11-12, 2026 

MAFCA National Tour – Durango, Colorado – June 13-18, 2027	  
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A Note on Authenticity 
By Roger Davis 

 
 I’ve been writing this article for a couple of years now.  My major 
objective in writing this is to help make your car more authentic with small 
things that you can do usually while making repairs or just cleaning up your 
car.  You might question why would you like your car to be more authentic?  
My personal thought on this is that I’d like my car to be as close as possible to 
the way it left the factory. 
 The Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA) and the Model A Restorers 
Club (MARC) are both global organizations for Model A enthusiasts.  They 
have jointly published the Restoration Guidelines and Judging Standards 

(RGJS) which I’ve referenced frequently from the perspective of restoring our vehicles.  Once 
you have your Model A in good running shape and restored, then what do you do with it?  I hope 
you still drive it. 
 The second purpose of the Standards is for judging the quality and extent of a Model A 
restoration.  This is often called “fine-point” judging.  Fine-point judging is an extensive 
examination of a restored Model A to see how closely it adheres to the Standards.  The judging 
process is outlined under the “Judging the Model A” tab in the Standards. 
 The RGJS define judging as, “…a process that measures each entry against a uniform 
standard of authenticity and quality of restoration, not against other entries.”  Thus, you can 
understand that your car looks and runs like it did when it left the factory.  Both MAFCA and 
MARC have Judging Standards Committees to oversee standards and judging.   
 MAFCA has a “Restored Class (Blue Ribbon),” an “Original Class (White Ribbon),” a 
“Touring Class (Red Ribbon),” and a “Modified Class (Green Ribbon).”  These classes are  

Roger Davis, 1931 Mail Truck. Restored 
Class 2026 MAFCA National 

Convention, 409 Points 
 

           Original Class at 2018 Convention 
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 described in detail in the RGJS.  Thus, you can see that your Model A can be judged as a vehicle 
restored to its original state in the Restored Class or that it is close to being original with little or 
no restoration in the Original Class.   

  

  
 You can also have your Model A judged and still 
be able to drive it and enjoy it for touring and riding with 
many acceptable modern additions in the Touring Class.  
Or, you can create your own vehicle like a speedster or 
some other form that is creative and a blast to drive in the 
Modified Class. 
 There is also a separate “Restorers Class” 
designed specifically for Model As that are drivers.   
Owners are encouraged to restore their cars as close to 
original as possible but these cars are driven extensively.  
You can learn more about the Restorers Class in recent 
editions of the MAFCA Restorer magazine. 
 Fine-Point Judging usually occurs at a National 
Convention or Regional Meet so there are opportunities to 
have your car judged a few times per year.  Maybe that’s 
something you can think about and work on!   
 
Be authentic! 
 

	  

Roger Davis, 1929 Town Sedan, Touring Class 
2018 MAFCA National Convention, 323.9 Points 

 

Modified Class at 2026 Convention 

Roger Davis, 2026 MAFCA 
National Convention 
Fine Point Award of 

Excellence, Restored Class 
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Do You Remember this 
Car Song? 

	

  

	
“(I’m a) Ramblin’ Wreck from Georgia 
Tech” is among a handful of the most 
well-known fight songs in the country, 
and its lyrics are uniquely its own. But 
it’s had to wrest the title from other 
schools who have used versions of the 
song for their own teams. The original 
composition upon which “Ramblin’ 
Wreck” is based, “Son of a Gambolier,” 
was a drinking song composed in the 
late 1800s. (A gambolier, by the way, is 
someone who likes to have a good time, 
often irresponsibly.) The tune was 
adapted as a fight song by Dickinson 
College, South Dakota School of Mines and Technology, Colorado School of Mines, Ohio State 
University and Rensselaer Polytechnic. Not all continue to use the melody today—and none have 
gone on to reach the legendary status of Tech’s song. While fight songs aren’t typically known 
for their modesty or civility, various lyrics have caused agitation for more than a century: In the 
1908 Blueprint, the words “hell” and “helluva” were expunged for being “too hot to print.”  
For now, the lyrics have remained—and the world still loves the tune. In 2017, USA Today 
named it one of the 10 best fight songs in college football. –  Wikipedia 
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Here is a link to the Georgia Tech Alumni Association’s web page which includes their version 
of this famous song.	

 

https://www.gtalumni.org/news/georgia-tech-traditions/fight-song.html 
 
I'm a Ramblin' Wreck from Georgia Tech, and a hell of an engineer— 
A helluva, helluva, helluva, helluva, hell of an engineer. 
Like all the jolly good fellows, I drink my whiskey clear. 
I'm a Ramblin' Wreck from Georgia Tech and a hell of an engineer. 
 
Oh! If I had a daughter, sir, I'd dress her in White and Gold, 
And put her on the campus to cheer the brave and bold. 
But if I had a son, sir, I'll tell you what he'd do— 
He would yell, 'To hell with Georgia!' like his daddy used to do. 
 
Oh, I wish I had a barrel of rum and sugar three thousand pounds, 
A college bell to put it in and a clapper to stir it round. 
I'd drink to all the good fellows who come from far and near. 
I'm a ramblin', gamblin', hell of an engineer!  
 
 

	  

The actual Ramblin Wreck (shown here) is a 1930 Model A Sport Coupe and 
is the cherished mascot of the students at Georgia Tech. 
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Gwen’s Thistle Memories  
From the Scrapbook of the late Gwen Gerber Dockstader 

1932-2022 
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Letters to the Editor 
 

Dear Editor, 
 My wife does not like to ride in my Model A, especially when going around corners, as 
she thinks the car is going to tip over.  It does seem that it does roll a lot to the side, when turning.  
Is there a reason for this and is it something that can be fixed?  
 By the way, I love your fantastic newsletter.  Keep up the good work. 
Lonely Driver 
 
Dear Lonely, 
 I am afraid I have bad news for you, my friend.  Leaning around corners is standard for a 
Model A due to the single lateral leaf spring in the front and rear of the car.  When going around 
a corner, only half of the leaf spring is available to counteract the roll of the car in the back and in 
the front.  In later years, cars employed two longitudinal leaf springs in the front and rear, which 
basically doubled the force trying to prevent tilting around corners and greatly reduced the rolling. 
 Most modern cars have added what is called a torsion bar, or an Anti-Roll Bar, in the front 
and rear suspension which acts as a twisting spring that transfers forces between opposite wheels 
to keep the chassis level.  The Anti-Roll Bar was invented in 1919 by a Canadian inventor named 
Stephen Coleman, but was not implemented in the US until the 1950s when cars turned to more 
comfortable soft coil springs after WWII, and rolling became a problem once more.  

 Another contributor to tilting around corners with the Model A is the use of the Ladder 
Frame, which forced the car designer to place the body of the car as well as the weight of the 
passengers above the frame, thus raising the center of mass higher than modern cars. 
 My only recommendation to you, if you want your wife to travel with you, is to slow down 
around corners, and reduce the tilting. 
Editor 
	 	

              Without Anti-Sway Bar                                                 With Anti-Sway Bar 
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