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Remember....

It’s time to start recording your car’s mileage for 2025.
Don’t forget to report your car’s 2024 mileage to Robert Mack.
Previous editions of this newsletter are available on the club’s website.
o> <

The National Awards
Banquet in December
was a great success!
Thanks to everyone
who contributed and
helped with planning,
preparation and
execution!

Well Donel

See report in next
month’s Motometer 3 e
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UVMAC MISSION
STATEMENT
The purpose of the club is two-fold:

1. To serve as a medium of exchange of
ideas, information, and parts for
admirers of Model A Ford cars and
trucks and to aid them in their efforts
to restore and preserve these vehicles
in their original likeness.

2. To unite in a central organization, all
individuals who are interested in
restoring the automobile in a manner
to attract prestige and respect within
the community. It shall further be the
purpose of this club to help these
individuals become better acquainted
and encourage and maintain among
its members the spirit of good
fellowship, sociality, and fair play
through sponsored activities
including the use of the Model A Ford

and family participation

The Utah Valley Model A Club is a
chapter of the Model A Ford Club of
America (MAFCA). Membership with
MAFCA 1is highly encouraged. See
MAFCA News at the end of this

newsletter for more information.

Club meetings are held on the third
Thursday of each month — 7:00 p.m. in
the Clyde Companies building at 730 N.
1500 W. Orem, Utah. Use the north
side entrance. The meeting room is on

the immediate right.
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President’s Message
By Roger Davis

We hope you all had a pleasant Christmas season. We thank you all for
your support as we begin a new year. 2024 was a fun and enjoyable year with
many excellent activities, garage days, seminars, and the MAFCA National
Awards Banquet. Thanks to you all for your contributions that make this a great
club!

In the previous Motometer, Buster talked about his trip to New Zealand
and his real-life experience driving on the other side of the road. He talked
about the driving experience. |
thought | could add a bit of

background on how a right-hand drive Model A is
different from the left-hand drives we use.

While serving our mission in Argentina we
had the chance to visit with a Model A owner there
who owned two right-hand drive Model As. The
Model As in Argentina are primarily right-hand
drive due to the British economic influence there in
the Model A era. On 10 Jun 1945, Argentina
changed to drive on the right side of the road
instead of the left. These right-hand drive Model
As were manufactured at the Ford La Boca Factory
near the mouth of the Rio De La Plata River near
Buenos Aires. (See photo right) That facility still
exists but is no longer in use.

The photos here show some of the differences in the right-hand drive Model As. The photo
(below left) shows how the emergency brake is configured on the left side of the transmission and
the location of the foot pedals. The photo shown here (below right) shows the throttle linkage, the
steering column, and the intake manifold with the spark advance linkage. Note that the intake
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manifold has the pivot point for the spark advance
cast into the manifold. The photo (left) shows the
left side of the engine without the pedals, steering
column, and throttle/spark advance
linkage. Removing the starter must be a whole lot
easier on these right-hand drive Model As.

If 1 missed any other differences, please send
them in a Letter to the Editor. This is just one example
of the many aspects to our Model A hobby. Feel free
to submit a note to the Editor or an article if you know
something unique about Model As that would be of

interest to the club. Happy Driving!
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GREETINGS FROM MAFCA

The Utah Valley Model A Club, 1537 W. Meadow Lane, Mapleton, UT | utahvalleymodelaclub.org | look for us on Facebook




Motometer 6

Model A Ford — Model of the Month
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Recipe of the Month

Fried Cornmeal Mush
By Jeff Niven

I remember this recipe from my early childhood, and it
turns out, this was a common recipe during the Great
Depression. It is basically cooked Corn Meal Mush, which is
poured into a bread pan and chilled overnight. The next
morning it is sliced into % inch thick slices, breaded, and then
fried in oil or butter or bacon grease (“drippings”). The slices
are served hot on a plate with butter and syrup.

Ingredients:
- 1 Cup finely ground Yellow Corn Meal
- 1 Cup Cold Water
- 3 Cups of Warm Water
- 1tsp of Salt
- Flour (for breading slices)
- Syrup
- Butter

Recipe:

- Heat 3 Cups of Water on the stove

- Mix Corn Meal and Salt in 1 Cup of Cold Water (If you try to mix the dry meal in hot
water, it will create lumps. Make sure all the meal is well mixed with the cold water
before adding it to the hot water.)

- Slowly add the Corn Meal mixture to the 3 Cups of boiling water, stirring constantly
to prevent lumps.

- Heat mixture on the stove, stirring constantly until the mixture is thick

- Continue to cook for another 10 minutes, stirring occasionally.

- Remove mixture from stove and pour into greased bread pan

- Chill in refrigerator overnight

- Remove the chilled mush from the refrigerator and cut into ' inch thick slices (thinner
slices will produce a more crispy result)

- Bread the slices in flour

- Fry the breaded slices in hot butter, or bacon grease (drippings) until brown and crispy
on the outside.

- Serve hot with butter and syrup poured over the top.
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Period Fashion

From MAFCA Restorer Magazine — January 2023
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Have Some Fun

Can you find your way through the New Year?
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“Do You Want the White Walls Facing Out?”

By Jeff Niven

About 50 years ago, | bought my very first set of brand-new car tires. | had just relaxed in
the waiting area, while they were installing the tires on my old VW Beetle, when suddenly the tire-
man returned and said, “I forgot to ask you...Do you want the white walls facing out?”

I had to stop and think about it then, and I still wonder about the same choice today on my
Model A Ford. I have asked myself, “How would my black Tudor look with white wall tires?”
Diane Brimley and some in our club have white wall tires on their
cars. It seems to be a matter of personal preference. Some people
like them and some people don’t.

Then | started wondering, “Why did tire manufacturers
make White Side-Wall (WSW) tires in the first place, and when
did they start?” Then | wondered, “Why did the tire companies
stop making them and when?” Let’s take a look at the history of
White Side-Wall tires and find the answer to these questions.

What is a Tire? - Let’s start with a short description of tires from an excellent article on
Wikipedia:

A tire (British spelling: tyre) is a ring-shaped component that surrounds a wheel's rim to transfer
a vehicle's load from the axle through the wheel to the ground and to provide traction on the surface over
which the wheel travels. Most tires, such as those for automobiles and bicycles, are pneumatically inflated
structures, providing a flexible cushion that absorbs shock as the tire rolls over rough features on the
surface. Tires provide a footprint, called a contact patch, designed to match the vehicle's weight and the
bearing on the surface that it rolls over by exerting a pressure that will avoid deforming the surface.

The materials of modern pneumatic tires are synthetic rubber, natural rubber, fabric, and wire,
along with carbon black and other chemical compounds. They consist of a tread and a body. The tread
provides traction while the body provides containment for a quantity of compressed air. Before rubber was
developed, tires were metal bands fitted around wooden wheels to hold the wheel together under load and
to prevent wear and tear. Early rubber tires were solid (not pneumatic). Pneumatic tires are used on many
vehicles, including cars, bicycles, motorcycles, buses, trucks, heavy equipment, and aircraft. Metal tires
are used on locomotives and railcars, and solid rubber (or other polymers) tires are also used in various
non-automotive applications, such as casters, carts, lawnmowers, and
wheelbarrows.

History of the Modern Tire -The earliest tires were made of leather (and
then metal/steel) stretched over a wooden wheel (right). The Romans used
this technique around the first century A.D. After Goodyear patented the
Rubber Vulcanization process in 1844, things really started to happen
quickly. In 1847, a Scot named Robert Thomsen patented the idea for a
Pneumatic Tire, and in 1882 Thomas Jeffery invented the Clincher Rim,
which was essential to keep the tire attached to the steel rim. Then in 1888,
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another Scot named John Dunlop (right) produced the first practical tire filled with pressurized air.
Next came Synthetic Rubber in the 1920’s followed by the invention of the
Radial Tire by the French company, Michelin, in 1946. Though the radial
tire design had been widely accepted in Europe and Asia, the United States
car companies persisted in using the outdated bias-ply construction until the
Ford Motor Company finally adopted the radial tire design in the 1970’s.
(Ref. Wikipedia — “Tire”)

White Side-Walls — Early car tires were produced from Pure Natural
Rubber mixed with chemicals to increase their durability. One of the first
chemicals to be added was Zinc-Oxide, which was pure white, thus those
tires were all white, like the car shown here
The all white tires still lacked sufficient tread
life, so they added Carbon Black to the rubber mix for
the tread portion, which made the treads black, and
left the sidewalls all white. Or they could then apply
a thin layer of black rubber
over the white sidewalls so
the entire tire appeared
black.
The car owners soon
discovered that the all-black tires were more durable and maintenance
free, so the all-black tire became the most desired configuration during
the 1930’s, even though the white sidewalls looked more “glamorous”. However, the tires with
the white sidewalls grew in popularity, as well during the 30’s, such that Henry Ford offered the
option, with all Ford cars, to add white sidewall tires for $11.25, in 1934. (Wikipedia — “Whitewall
Tire”).

One of the problems with only a thin layer of rubber over the white sidewalls, was that if
the tire was scuffed against a curb while parking, the thin rubber layer could be rubbed off,
revealing the white rubber underneath. There were problems with the white sidewall tires as well.
They showed scuff marks as well as dirt, which required that they be cleaned often to maintain
their glamorous white appearance. The white sidewalls also had to be protected in storage and in
shipping, which required that they be covered with protective paper until they were installed on
the cars. To protect the sidewalls from getting scuffed by curbs
during parking, someone invented “Curb Feelers”, which were
flexible metal rods that were attached to the lower part of the car’s
fenders on the right side of car, as shown here (right). If the driver
got too close to the curb, these metal rods scraped against the curb,
producing an annoying sound that warned the driver, and thus
protected the sidewalls from hitting the curb, no matter, what color
the tires were.
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The popularity of the wide white sidewalls peaked in
the 1950’s and completely fell out of favor by 1962. The
wide sidewalls did not just suddenly disappear, however, but
they became more narrow each year. Not only that, but the
tire manufacturers began adding a strip of black between the
white band and the edge of the steel rim (right). In the photo
of this Buick Electra (right) you can also see the use of Fender
Skirts, which partially covered the rear tires on some cars in
the 1950’s. The fender skirts often had to be removed in
order to change a flat, but many people liked their appearance.

In the mid 1960’s the sidewalls had become narrow strips of
white, gold or red on some sporty cars as shown here in this
photo (left). By the end of the 1960°s the popularity of colored
strips was very low, and
most tires were simply all
black or the colored bands
had been replaced by raised
white lettering, as shown
right. The white lettering
had the same problems that

the colored bands had due to scuffing, and required the same
protection and cleaning.
By the 1970’s white
sidewalls had become a “Traditional Luxury” but are still readily
available from a number of suppliers, including Firestone, Goodyear,
Coker and others. On the right is a photo of a white sidewall tire from
Firestone, that might even fit your Model A.
Whether you
choose completely black
tires, or tires with white
sidewalls, depends on your
personal preference and
your willingness to protect
them from scuffing and
damage. For  your
information, Curb Feelers are still readily available
from a number of suppliers and you can even
purchase electronic curb feelers that attach to a horn
relay and will blow the car’s horn if the feeler comes
in contact with a curb.
Happy Motoring!
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A Note of Authenticity

By Roger Davis

One of the more complex areas to make authentic are the shock absorbers. Shock absorbers
were included on the Model A, not to improve the overall ride but rather to reduce the impact of
the “secondary bounce.” Secondary bounce is the one that throws the kids up in the air in the back
seat as the spring returns to its original position after hitting a hard bump. The Model A shock
absorbers are notorious for leaking oil and once they leak out all the oil, then the components
harden so they no longer move. Over the years, many Model A owners just removed them as they
no longer functioned. There are many options for shock absorbers including more modern shocks
on the Model A but we’ll focus on the shocks that came originally on the Model A.

All shock absorbers on the Model A were made under license from Maurice Houdaille
(pronounced who-dale) of France. There were at least 52 varieties made by 4 manufacturers. Thus,
space won’t allow for a discussion of all the varieties. There were different covers, bases, packing
nuts, and needle valves. If you want to restore original shocks to your Model A, you’ll have to
invest some significant study of Section 23 of the Restoration Guidelines and Judging
Standards. There are 28 photos that will help you find which covers and bases are appropriate for
your car’s manufacture date. You’ll find different markings, casting types, needle valves, etc. One
very important point is that most of the covers
were marked with the direction of
movement. Most are marked “CW” meaning
Clockwise, for mounting on the right front and
left rear. They were also marked with “AC”
meaning  anti-clockwise, or  counter-
clockwise, for the left front and right rear. See
photos (right) showing shock covers by Houde
Engineering Corp. from September 1930
through end of production with the direction
of operation circled. The two figures (below)
are actual shocks from my 1931 Mail Truck showing those markings.

Recognizing the variety and
complexity of the shocks installed on
the Model As, the Standard
simplifies authenticity a bit by stating
“Shock bases and covers should
match for the time period of
production as listed in the Shock
Absorber Component Chart [on page
23-2]. All four shocks should be of
the same manufacturer and have the
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same patent numbers.” The covers should be free of pits, gouges, and wrench marks and the paint
should not obscure the markings. They should show no sign of leakage. See the photos below for
an example of shocks made by the Spicer Manufacturing Company from September 1928 through
end of production.

This is probably enough to get you interested in learning more about Model A shock
absorbers. We’ll cover mounting hardware, shock absorber arms, and shock link tubes in future
Notes. Be authentic!
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Spanish Fork Winter Lights Parade

30 November 2024

On Saturday, November 30, 2024, the Utah Valley Model A Club participated in the
Spanish Fork Annual Winter Lights Parade. According to Howard Eckstein, as reported in last
month’s Motometer, the club last decorated their cars with Christmas lights and created their own
impromptu parade of lights back in 2015.

This year, the club responded to an invitation from the Spanish Fork Salem Area Chamber
of Commerce and drove their highly-decorated Model As in the city’s annual Winter Lights Parade
down Main Street in Spanish Fork. Check out these photos!
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| |_etters to the Editor

The following letter was sent to Howard Eckstein from an attendee at the recent National Awards
Banquet and it was then forwarded to the Editor.

“Thanks Howard.

We had a great time in the workshop, and | received feedback during the rest of the NAB
about how much it was enjoyed. | heard comments about it being a unique subject, fun to have a
hands-on instead of a lecture, etc. My sister says she saw many of the items being worn the rest of
the week! | passed on some of my display to a club that wants to do something similar at home,
and | was recruited and signed up by Mr. Braddy to repeat the class at the 2025 NAB, so I'd say it
was a success!

As for myself, | also had a good time. | worried it was too simple or messy, but the ladies
jumped right in, with a lot of chatter and laughter involved as well. I'm so glad you allowed me
the opportunity to participate in your event! My “staff" is my sister, who is often my traveling
companion, as | don't like to travel alone. She too had a great time, not only at the workshop but
at the entire event. Her favorite thing was the Friday Tour!

As mentioned in an earlier email, | would love if you could share pictures of the workshop
that were used in the slide show at the banquet. Due to needing to move the setup (due to lighting
issues) and the popularity of the workshop, I just didn't have time to take pictures!

I think this was the best NAB | have attended to date. Thank you all for all your hard work!
Sherry Winkinhoffer”

Editor,

To all who made the NAB a success: Thanks for all the hard work and dedication you put
into the NAB. | had a great time and got to meet some of the folks I've always wanted to meet. It
was great to spend time with you all. The venue, food, events, organization, and friends were
outstanding. What else need | say.

Thanks to all and hope you have a very Merry Christmas and holiday season. May God
bless you all!!!!

Roger Davis

1930’s
Ads
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Henry Ford Quote

Submitted by Amber Morrell

Need a Dentist
In 19307?
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Melvin Wayne Atkinson Passing

April 20, 1941 — December 1, 2024

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of Wayne
Atkinson at the age of 83, after a lengthy battle with cancer and a
mercifully short decline. His loving wife, Jan, was by his side.

Wayne was born in Malad, Idaho to Melvin Sweeten Atkinson
and Mary Pauline Humpherys Atkinson. The Atkinsons moved to
Provo, Utah, and bought the Provo Western Motel on south State
Street when Wayne was 15. It was here that he had time and space to
work on his first project car —a Mercury — and developed his lifelong
fascination with anything with wheels.

Wayne graduated from Provo High School and joined the U.S.

Army Reserve before serving a mission for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints in the
Southern California Mission. Afterward, he attended Brigham Young University where he met
Anne Krey. They were married in the Los Angeles Temple in 1963 and moved to Orem, Utah,
where they lived until they divorced.

Wayne always had a car or two (or ten) that he was working on, tirelessly dismantling and
rebuilding engines, searching for perfection. As his family grew, he shifted his attention from
weekly drag races to antique cars large enough to haul everyone and helped found the Utah Valley
Old Car Club. The UVOCC grew quickly and their long and, necessarily, slow road trips
throughout Utah became family vacations, providing lasting memories for his children and plenty
of time to talk about cars. He also raced on the Bonneville Salt Flats, setting world records that
remained unbroken for decades.

In 1988, Wayne met Dana Anderson. After their marriage, they moved to Idaho and then
served a church mission together in Prague in the Czech Republic. They relocated to lowa and
lived there until Dana sadly passed away in 2010.

After her death, Wayne reconnected with an old friend who had also recently lost a spouse
and discovered his best friend. He moved back to Utah to be closer to Jan Martingale and they
were married in 2011. Jan embraced his love of cars, and they built many cars together, including
a Volkswagen Beetle race car that Jan drove on the Bonneville Salt Flats to set a world land speed
record. They served together in church callings, including a mission as camp hosts at Camp
Nisqually in Washington.

Wayne was always active in his church and held many leadership positions over the years.
He was also an active member of his community and would help anyone in need.

Note: The Utah Valley Model A Club will make a donation to the Model A Youth
Restoration Award organization in Wayne’s remembrance.
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Classified Ads

For Sale: 4 Model A tires. 2 are 19 inch and 2 are 21 inch. Price: $95 per tire. Contact Andrew
Watson (801) 919-7331 or the Editor if you are interested.
Andrew will bring them to Utah.

Need a
Radio?

From a 1930
magazine.
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