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The purpose of  the club is two-fold: 

1.  To serve as a medium of  exchange of  
ideas, information, and parts for admirers 
of  Model A Ford cars and trucks and to 
aid them in their efforts to restore and 
preserve these vehicles in their original 
likeness. 

2. To unite in a central organization, all 
individuals who are interested in 
restoring the automobile in a manner to 
attract prestige and respect within the 
community.  It shall further be the 
purpose of  this club to help these 
individuals become better acquainted 
and encourage and maintain among its 
members the spirit of  good fellowship, 
sociality, and fair play through sponsored 
activities including the use of  the Model 
A Ford and family participation. 

The Utah Valley Model A Club is a chapter 
of  the Model A Ford Club of  America 
(MAFCA).  Membership with MAFCA is 
highly encouraged. See MAFCA News at the 
end of  this newsletter for more information.  

Club meetings are on the 3rd Thursday of  
each month at 7:00 p.m. upstairs in the Larry 
H. Miller Ford Dealership at 1995 N. 
University Parkway in Provo.

UVMAC Mission  
Statement 

2019 Club Officers 

CLUB OFFICERS 

Board Chairman 		 Reid Carlson		 	 rcarlson1964@yahoo.com	 
President	 	 	 Clyde Munson	 	 bjerg_menneskene@yahoo.com	  
Vice President	 	 Howard Eckstein		 h_eckstein@hotmail.com 
Sec/Historian	 	 Greg Mack	 	 	 gregmack02@yahoo.com 
Treasurer	 	 	 Diane Brimley	 	 brimleydiane@gmail.com	  
Activities	 	 	 Bill Thompson	 	 bthomps1951@msn.com 
	 	 	 	 	 & Colette Thompson	 cocoaspunk@yahoo.com	  

APPOINTED POSITIONS 

Web Page	 	 	 Nicholas Mack	 	 kcam1999@yahoo.com 
	 	 	 	 	 & Greg Mack	 	 gregmack02@yahoo.com 
Facebook	 	 	 Clyde Munson	 	 bjerg_menneskene@yahoo.com 
Photographers	 	 Greg Mack	 	 	 gregmack02@yahoo.com 
	 	 	 	 	 Allison Mack		 	 windjamer9945@yahoo.com 
	 	 	 	 	 Howard Eckstein		 h_eckstein@hotmail.com 
Newsletter	 	 	 Robert Mack		 	 mack4759@yahoo.com 
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President’s Message 
CLYDE MUNSON 
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Ah February, what a terrible month!! Julius Caesar 
knew this to be true, that is why he made it the shortest 
month on the calendar; he wanted to have it be over 
quickly. When Pope Gregory took the Julian calendar 
and reworked it, he too realized that February was 
terrible and kept it shorter than other months. In fact, 
if  you listened to Gregorian Chant and could 
understand Latin, you would hear the monks singing 
“February sucks; It is really rubbish” or some variation 
thereof. 

Historical names for February include the Old 
English terms Solmonath (mud month) and Kale-
monath (named for cabbage). Oh Joy, mud month, I 
don’t need to explain the derision there. Worse is the 
connection to cabbage. As we all know, cabbage is 
lettuce that has been cursed by a demon. Demons must 
like fish tacos because that is the only acceptable use 
for cabbage. The only vegetable worse than cabbage 
are Brussels sprouts because they are underachieving 
cabbage.(I got a little sidetracked there, now back to 
February being terrible.) 

February has a vestigial R and much like an 
appendix it is useless. The R is only pronounced by 
really pretentious people hoping to sound intellectual 
when really they are just irritating.  

The beautiful snow of  December and January has 
turned dirty and gross with many yellow spots and that 
fun snowman assembled earlier in the winter now looks 
like one of  the Nazis at the end of  Raiders of  the Lost 
Ark. 

Then we come to Valentine’s Day, a made up 
holiday supposedly about love. In reality it started out 
as a feast day commemorating the martyrdom of  a 
saint. Now it is used to make couples feel guilty, and 
make single people feel miserable. DeBeers uses the 
day to manipulate people into spending money they 
don’t have on shiny rocks made from dead dinosaurs. 
Worst of  all, Valentine’s Day is used by teachers to 
torture children by forcing them to give cards with 
hearts on them to classmates they can’t stand. 

The real reason that February is a horrible, 
horrible month is not any of  these reasons. The real 
reason is that it is too cold to work on a Model A.  It’s 
too cold to enjoy driving a Model A, and while March 
gives glimpses of  spring and the wonderful driving 
season a head, this month is flat out miserable. 
February is an abhorrent, dreadful, ghastly, horrid 
month; Julius Caesar knew it, Pope Gregory knew it, 
the old English knew it and now you do as well. Cheer 
up though, spring is just around the corner. 
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2019 Calendar of  Events 

February 
• 21st — Club Meeting, 7:00 p.m. Larry H Miller  
• 9th — Saturday, 11:00 a.m. Crandall Printing Museum; 

275 E Center Street, Provo 

March 
• 21st — Club Meeting, 7:00 p.m. Larry H Miller 

April 
• 18sth — Club Meeting, 7:00 p.m; Larry H Miller 

May 
• TBA — Progressive Lunch 
• 27th - 30th — 2019 NCRG Roundup, Santa Rosa, 

California, hosted by the Sonoma A’s. 

June 
• Spring City Heritage Days 
• 10th - 14th — Midwest Regional Meet, Des Moines, Iowa 

July 
•   20th — Mapleton Pioneer Day Parade 

September 
•   International Model A Day, Iron Chef  Cook-off  

October 
•6th -10th — Canyonlands Hub Tour, Kanab, 
Utah. This will be a hub and spoke tour of  the 
red rock canyonlands of  Southern Utah and 

Northern Arizona.   Registration materials are 
available on the MAFCA website 

November 
• Radio Show/Mocktail Party 

December 
• 5th - 8th — MAFCA National Awards Banquet, 

Claremont, California, hosted by the Pamona Valley 

Automotive History in the Making 
February

4th 1922   Ford acquired Lincoln Motor Company 

6th 1911   Rolls-Royce introduced the silver-winged hood   
   ornament 

9th 1846   Wilhelm Maybach, along with mentor Gottlieb   
   Daimler, developed high-high-speed internal   
   combustion engine 

17th 1911  First self-starter installed in production auto 

18th 1972  Volkswagen sales surpass Model-T 

18th 1898  Enzo Ferrari was born in Modena, Italy 

20th 1909  Hudson formed to produce the first car for   
    under $1,000. 

22nd 1923   Chevy rolls out it’s one-millionth vehicle 

courtesy of “MyQuarterMile.com" 

Cliff Godfrey — 1st 
Olga Burr — 13th  
Joe Fazzio — 17th 

Janell Todd — 18th 
Allison Mack — 25th 
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OUT & ABOUT WITH CLUB MEMBERS

Heard it Through the Grapevine 
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Recognize anyone in this picture taken in 1942?  
Standing in front of  the 1929 Model A Phaeton is John F 
Kennedy.  Who said a Model A wasn’t a rich man’s car? 

Here’s another famous person.  This picture heralds 
back to before his “professorship.” when he was still a 
student of  the Model A.  The photo was taken shortly after 
he and his father bought his first Model A.  Pictured is 
Howard Eckstein with his 1931 Standard Coupe.  On the 
back of  the photo he had written the following: 

Here’s the latest from Bob and Janell Todd:  “This 

photo is of  our group eating outside at the ‘Les Rulottes’ 

Last evening we went with our neighbors to ‘Les 
Rulottes’ which means ‘the trailers’ in French. This is a 
place where various food trucks come and cook; evening 
meals are prepared on the spot and can be purchased. The 
one we went to is located on the waterfront here in 
Papeete.  It turned out to be a surprise celebration for us 
for our 50th wedding anniversary which is this Tuesday, 
the 29th.” 

We just learned that the Todd’s will be returning 
home this month. 
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Attendance: 
Diane Brimley, Reid Carlson, Vern Cope, Mike Carlton and his son, Gemma and Howard 
Eckstein, Karl Furr, Tim Isaksen, Harley Jacobs, Tony Jacobs, Richard Judd, Greg, Nicholas 
and Robert Mack, Amber and David Morrell Clyde Munson, Karl Pope, Larry Taylor and 
Richard Tucker. 

Club Business: 
Awards Banquet
Howard recapped his experience in Tuscon, Arizona. He presented on spark plugs, received 
his third Bill Reeder Award, visited some sites and even went to Tombstone. His full 
experience is recorded in the January newsletter. He also accepted the Newsletter of  the Year 
award on Robert’s behalf. 

Splash Apron Magnets
We liked the idea of  splash apron magnets that were seen at the national convention. Bill and 
Greg ordered a set, Bill's arrived in time for the meeting. They are 6”x24” magnets with a 
UV coating. The cost is $25 a set. Club members seemed interested so we will start taking 
orders later this year. 

Club Patches
Clyde has been working on getting patches made up for use on jackets, hats, etc. He can get 
them for $10 -$12 a piece. Some modifications still need to be made to the logo to make it 
look good once embroidered. The big debate is to use a Tudor or a Coupe. Coupe owners 
are pushing for the Coupe, but others are fighting for the Tudor as there are too many club 
logo's sporting the Coupe. There is enough club interest in the patches to pursue the idea. 

Recap Christmas Party
Not much input from the club on the party, so it must have been okay. One suggestion was to 
show our The Used Car movie at next year’s party. 

IMAD Patches
We missed the order for patches but have found some online. We will be trading some of  our 
patches from past years for some from last year. 

Activities for the Year: 

•  January – No activity this month 
• February – 9th 11:00am – Printer Museum – Cost $10 per person. Printing presses 

ranging from Colonial era to the 1960's. We may also visit Karl Furr's shop to see an 
engine that runs without a camshaft – possibly this Saturday. 

• March — TBA 

January Club Meeting 
BY GREG MACK SECRETARY/HISTORIAN 
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• April — TBA 
• May — Progressive Lunch 
• June — Spring City? 
• July — Mapleton Parade Saturday 20th 
• August — Eureka Parade? 
• September — IMAD, Iron Chef  
• October — 6th-10th National Tour 
• November — Radio Show/Mocktail Party 
• December — Christmas Party 

Possible Activities: 
Eric Dowdle art studio	 	 	 	 	 Garage Day 
Memorial Day weekend – Spring City	 	 Tour to Fish Lake 
Sanpete County Fair – August	 	 	 	 Drive-in Movie	  
Filming another movie, not in March! 	 	 Short tour with picnic 
Gimmick Rally	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Lincoln Beach 
Driver training & car games	 	 	 	 	 Around Utah Lake 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Thanksgiving Point 
Tech Talk: 

The carburetor on a Model A faces backwards due to the Bernoulli Principle, 
the low pressure of  air created from the pressure of  the incoming air. 

The negative pressure created by the vacuum at the venturi pulls the gasoline 
from the fuel bowl into the air passage of  the carburetor. Without an air filter, the 
carburetor is balanced and the jets are sized accordingly. Once you add a filter 
onto the carburetor, the pressure changes which throws off  the air fuel ratio. This 
creates a rich condition. You can change jet sizes to accommodate for this, or you 
will need to balance your carburetor. To balance, a pathway needs to be created 
between the air inlet and the fuel bowl. This requires machining the carburetor 
and also modifying the outside of  the venturi so that air flow can flow pass the 
venturi. Then the original bowl vent needs to be plugged so that additional 
venting is not allowed. It should all be controlled by the new air bypass. 
	 If  running an air cleaner, make sure that gas valve does not leak, and that the 
air cleaner does not get fouled by excess oil. This may become a fire hazard. It 
would be a good idea to carry a fire extinguisher in your car. 

You can purchase a pressure balanced carburetor from the suppliers for $500, 
or you can send your own carburetor to Renner's Corner and have it done for 
$40. Or you can do it yourself. 

Paper filters will really throw off  the balance; wire mesh filters do not affect it 
nearly as much. 
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The Combustion Chamber in Your Model A 
BY HOWARD ECKSTEIN 
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The cap jet shares the fuel supply from the 
secondary well with the idle jet.  The secondary well is 
fed through a metered compensator jet. The secondary 
well is there to stabilize the fuel level for the jets when 
the gas in the float bowl sloshes around as the car 
bounces along its way.  

The GAV meters extra fuel to the cap jet via a 
shunt line from the float bowl as shown in Fig 8.  It is 
only the cap jet that receives extra fuel from the GAV. 

When fuel is properly metered into the incoming 
air, the combustion process in the chamber will achieve 
its greatest power and efficiency.  It is important to 
understand the relationship of  the output of  the 
carburetor jets to the run-ability of  the engine. 

Running too rich wastes fuel, generates carbon in 
the combustion chamber and eventually fouls the spark 
plugs. 

Too lean and the risk of  overheating and 
preignition robs the engine of  power and can lead to 
damage to the pistons and bearings. 

Preignition and Detonation 

The evil twins of  uncontrolled combustion are 
preignition and detonation.  The differences between 
the two should be understood.   

Preignition is any condition that ignites the charge 
of  air and fuel prior to the time the spark plug is 
supposed to fire. 

Detonation or knock is where a secondary point of  
ignition emanates from another place in the chamber 
away from the spark plug.  The two simultaneous flame 
fronts collide in the chamber at supersonic speeds and 
create a little sonic boom which you hear as a ping or 
knock.  Repeated detonation eventually damages 
pistons.  Fig 9 shows the points of  flame initiation in the 
normal, preignition and detonation conditions. 

Preignition 

A major cause of  preignition is red-hot carbon 
deposits.  Oil passed through worn piston rings, cylinder 
walls and valve guides burns incompletely and deposits 
a film on the surfaces of  the combustion chamber. Over 
time, this hardens into carbon deposits.  A rich mixture 
from the carburetor will also build up carbon on the 
valves and combustion chamber surfaces which becomes 
hard and retains heat.  As the intake mixture of  air and 

Fig 8

Fig 9

Continued from January’s issue.
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fuel is compressed, its flash point drops into the range 
where the heated carbon can set it off.  

Over Torqued Spark Plugs   

Fig 10 shows how the heat of  combustion is 
transferred through the plug’s insulator to the internal 

gasket and then to the base to cool the plug.  This is 
represented by the pink coloring in the left picture.   

The plug on the right has been over-torqued so that 
the outer gasket is compressed; but additional turning of  
the base causes the threads to work down so that the 
metal is stretched and pulls away from the internal gasket 
which is between the insulator and the base.   

The gap between the internal gasket and the base is 
shown in the enlargement bubble on the right.  This 
separation interrupts the transfer of  heat and the end of  
the spark plug glows red hot, thus acting like a glow plug 
and becoming a trigger for preignition.  For our 7/8-18 
thread plugs, the torque should be between 35 and 43 
foot pounds in cast iron heads. 

Detonation 

Detonation is often caused by low octane fuel.  In 
some engines, combustion chamber design can contribute 
to knocking.  High compression engines are more prone 
to have this problem.  The Ricardo design helps to 
diminish the possibility of  detonation.  Other causes are 
an overheated engine, too hot of  a heat range spark plug 
and a lean fuel mixture.  Ignition timing set too advanced 
can also cause detonation. 

Getting the Best from Your Engine 

Whether you run a stock or high compression head 
on your car, the same principles apply for best 
performance.  Here is a summary: 
1. The ignition system has to be in good health. 
2. The carburetor has to be set up with jets sized for 

your elevation so it delivers the proper air/fuel ratio 
under all driving conditions. 

3. There must be no vacuum leaks in the intake system. 
4. Oil control past the piston rings and valve guides has 

to be up to snuff. 
5. The right heat range spark plugs need to be chosen. 
6. Fresh fuel with the right octane is important.  Stale 

gas is bad. 
7. Consider permanently removing that old screen-door-

fabric air filter. 

With all the above in proper order, you are better 
able to choose a good spark plug.  Here is the test 
procedure established in 1921 by the Society of  
Automotive Engineers: 
1. Start with the recommended heat range spark plug.  

That was the Champion 3X which is still available 
today.  Choose a substitute if  your budget requires 
something less expensive. 

2. Bring the engine up to temperature quickly. 
3. Run at medium speed for 15 minutes. 

Fig 10
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4. Listen for backfiring or missing. 
5. Open the GAV to get an over-rich mixture. 
6. Run the engine at high speed with no load for three 

minutes. 
7. Restore the GAV to the correct setting. 
8. Run at high speed under load for two minutes. 
9. Remove the plugs to see if  the carbon is burned off. 
10. If  no issues, that plug is the one you want. 

Spark plugs available on the market today can be 
found online.  The catalog houses generally have the 
mid-range plugs for sale.  Shop around; you can 

sometimes find 3X plugs at better pricing on the 
internet.  Champion has the widest selection of  plugs in 
hot to cold heat ranges.  Fig 11 shows the interchange 
between the old Champion numbers and the plugs they 
recommend substituting them with today. 

Your driving habits will determine the best spark 
plug to use in your car.  The proper spark plug, 
carburetor jets selected for your elevation, an ignition 
system in good condition and engine wear at a 
minimum are the factors that allow the combustion 
chamber to give your engine its greatest efficiency.   

Get out there and enjoy your robust flat head 
engine with the Ricardo inspired combustion chamber 
that came with your Model A. 

Crandall Historical 
Printing Museum 

When:	 Saturday February 9th, 11:00 a.m. 
Where:	 275 E. Center St. Provo, Utah 
Who:	 All club members 
How:	 $10.00 per person 

Meet at the Crandall Museum for the tour.  This 
gem of  a museum is a Utah County secret, and is 
packed with presses from Colonial to mid 20th century.  

Afterwards we’ll drive together and grab a bite to 
eat.  It should be fun for everyone, young and old. Fig 11

This 
Saturday!
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Earn Club Awards
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Club Membership Dues

With the start of  a new year, now is a good time to 
think about earning some of  the awards the club has to 
offer.  The goal of  each of  these awards is to promote 
the Model A hobby and have fun doing it.  Some of  the 
awards are recognized on a local level, but others are 
sponsored by MAFCA on a nation-wide basis.  Here’s 
what’s available. 

1. 13+ Award:  drive your Model A at least once 
each month and to at least one club meeting/activity 
2. Mileage Award:  keep track of  your mileage, 

and earn the 500, 1000, 2500, 5000 mile awards, 
3. MAFCA Club Mileage Award:  the club drives a 

total of  800 miles per vehicle; we tried this in 2017 
without success, 
4. Golden Wrench Award: perform work on your 

car and report about it in the Motometer, 

February is the last month to pay your dues at the 
$20.00 rate.  Dues are considered late in March and go 
up to the full price of  $25.00.  Please get your dues in 
on time.  Your contributions are vital to the wellbeing of  
the club!  Remember, they pay for awards, club liability 
insurance, mailings and other various items.  
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Ford’s Hoosier Mascot 
BY ART MILLER 
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Reprint from 

Mar/Apr 1960 Restorer 

courtesy of
 MAFCA
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Continued next month
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The Ladies Fashion Journal 
WOMEN’S HOUSEHOLD APRONS IN THE MODEL A ERA
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By Laurie Elliott of  the  Santa Clara Valley Chapter
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The Old Kid’s Corner 
THE RESTORER, 1968
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Mark Layton has two engines, a transmission, wheels, 
rear end, and new parts from Mac’s that he didn’t use.    
Call Mark at (801) 361-7300. 

Vern Cope  has purchased a roadster pickup so he is 
selling his old truck.  $11,000.  Vern can be reached at 
(801) 377-0657. 

Stevan Davis is selling his dad’s coupe.  It is a 1931 
Deluxe Coupe.  Stevan can be reached at: (801) 836-5678.  
Both Joe Fazzio and Howard Eckstein have worked on the 
car and can give you additional information if  interested.   

Many members are finding the parts they need for their 
cars from Tony Jacobs.  He has quite a collection.  In fact, 
he is building a Model A just from the parts he has 
collected in the past.  So, if  you need a part for your car, 

give Tony a call before you go out and buy one from 
someone else.   Call him at:   (801) 796-0396. 

Joan Bird, from Delta is selling her husband’s 1930 Tudor 
with a Model B engine and hydraulic brakes. It has a two-
barrel down draft manifold, Mallory distributor. She is 
asking $12-13,000 and can be reached at: (435) 864-2145. 

Tony Jacobs has lost his mind!  He is selling his gorgeous 
Rose Beige phaeton. All the details can be found on the 
Facebook Marketplace, or call Tony directly at: (801) 
796-0396. 

Classified Ads
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After listening to the latest weather 
reports from across the nation, I 
hope everyone is warm and safe from 
the terribly cold conditions. If  you 
are really lucky, snuggle up in a 
warm shop space and get some of   
that winter Model A projects 
underway. I have done just that over 

the past two weeks by cleaning and sorting nuts and bolts 
for the next restoration project. I also have been charging 
batteries and getting other routine maintenance chores 
done. After all, the next local tour is in early March! 

Living in California does offer significant weather 
advantages and on January 26-27, the Turlock Swap Meet 
started off  the 2019 Model A season. It was a cool 40 
degrees at 7:00 am when they opened the gates 
and by mid-afternoon it was 63 or 64 degrees. It 
is kind of  funny what you see at a swap meet 
each year. Many people thought there were 
significantly fewer Model A part this year. That 
was probably true, but if  you needed rear 
fenders, every style and year was available 
(except I did not see a beavertail fender). Last 
year it was front fenders all over the place. Not 
just ratty ones, but real gems! I still managed to 
pick up some needed goodies.Now, I am pumped 
up to attend the San Diego Big 3 Swap Meet on 
February 22 and 23. This is a week earlier than 
past years due to scheduling at Qualcomm 
Stadium. If  you are tired of  the cold in the east 
and north, head to San Diego, get warm and 
check out all the treasures. 

Make your reservations for the Canyonlands 
National Tour in Kanab Utah for October 6-10. 
There are many hotels, but the rooms are filling 
up quickly. Forms can be found online or in the 
January/February issue of  The Restorer. 

News from the Board 
PRESIDENT DOUG CLAYTON 

Doug Clayton
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“And Now A Word From Our Sponsors…”
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Toll Free Ordering (888) 262-5712 
or FAX (888) 262-5713

Order On-Line @ www.snydersantiqueauto.com

FREE Fully Illustrated CATALOG 

12925 Woodworth Rd. ▪ New Springfield, OH 44443

The World’s Largest Selection of 1909-31 Ford Parts

$10.00 outside the U.S., Canada, & Mexico
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